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This instruction implements Air Force Policy Directive 15-1 , Atmospheric and Space Environmental
Support.  It provides guidance and procedures for reporting weather modification activities.  It applies to
all US Air Force organizations and members engaged in, or actively planning to engage in weather mod-
ification activities, whether carried out by military personnel, agents, or independent contractors.

SUMMARY OF REVISIONS

This revision reorganizes the text and incorporates the requirements, information, and procedures for-
merly published in AFR 105-7.  It aligns the instruction with AFPD 15-1.

1. References and Acronyms. See Attachment 1.

2. Statutory Authority. Statutory authority for this instruction is derived from  Public Law 92-205, An
Act to Provide for the Reporting of Weather Modification Activities to the Federal Government; Public
Law 94-490, An Act to Authorize and Direct the Secretary of Commerce to Develop a National Policy on
Weather Modification; and Section 908.8, Part 908 of Title 15, Code of Federal Regulations.

3. Definition. Weather modification is defined as any activity performed with the intention of producing
artificial changes in the composition, behavior, or dynamics of the atmosphere.  This includes, but is not
limited to, seeding or dispersing of any substance into clouds or fog to alter their characteristics, enhance
rainfall or inhibit the development of hail or lightning, or using heat sources to evaporate fog.

3.1. For further information on technical aspects of weather modification, contact Geophysics Direc-
torate, Phillips Laboratory, Hanscom AFB MA (DSN 478-2975).

NOTICE: This publication is available digitally on the SAF/AAD WWW site at: http://afpubs.hq.af.mil.
If you lack access, contact your Publishing Distribution Office (PDO).

COMPLIANCE WITH THIS PUBLICATION IS MANDATORY



4. Responsibilities. Wing or installation commanders are responsible for compliance with this instruc-
tion.

5. Required Actions. Units engaged in weather modification activities or intending to engage in weather
modification activities will:

5.1. Coordinate with the servicing legal office to ensure the legality of weather modification activi-
ties.

5.2. Coordinate with the local environmental management office to determine the need for initiating
an environmental impact analysis.

5.3. Coordinate with the servicing public affairs office to ensure appropriate responses to potential
public and media queries are prepared and approved prior to any weather modification activities.

5.4. Obtain approval from the proper agency at the federal or local level (state, county, or municipal),
or both if required, prior to engaging in any weather modification activity.

5.4.1. See attachments 2 through 4 for examples of, and instructions for, the forms used to report
weather modification activities.

5.5. Report the intent to engage in weather modification activities and report the actual weather mod-
ification activities to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Office of Oceanic and
Atmospheric Research R/PDC, 1335 East-West Highway, Silver Spring MD 20910.  For information
on reporting rules or to request forms, call Commercial (301) 713-2465.

5.6. Send information copies of all reports to:

5.6.1. Directorate of Weather, Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans and Operations, Headquarters USAF
(HQ USAF/XOW), 1490 Air Force Pentagon, Washington DC 20330-1490.

5.6.2. Geophysics Directorate, Phillips Laboratory (PL/GPA), Hanscom AFB MA 01731-5000.

5.6.3. Operations Division, United States Air Force Environmental Technical Applications Cen-
ter (USAFETAC/DO), 859 Buchanan St, Scott AFB, IL 62225-5116.

5.7. Send information copies of all news releases to HQ USAF/XOW and the Secretary of the Air
Force, Office of Public Affairs (SAF/PA), 1690 Air Force Pentagon, Washington DC 20330-1690.

BUSTER C. GLOSSON,  Lt General, USAF
DCS/Plans and Operations
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Attachment 1

GLOSSARY OF REFERENCES AND ACRONYMS

References

Public Law 92-205, 92nd Congress,   An Act to Provide for the Reporting of Weather  Modification Act-
ibities the Federal Government,  18 December 1971

Public Law 94-490, 94th Congress,   An Act to Authorize and Direct the Secretary of Commerce to
Develop a National Policy on Weather Modification,  13 October 1976

Code of Federal Regulations, Part 908 of Title 15, Section 908.8

Air Force Policy Directive 15-1,   Atmospheric and Space Environmental Support

Abbreviations and Acronyms

AF—Air Force

AWS—Air Weather Service

HQ USAF—Headquarters United States Air Force

NOAA—National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

PL—Phillips Laboratory

SAF—Secretary of the Air Force

USAFETAC—United States Environmental Technical Applications Center
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Attachment 2

SAMPLE NOAA FORM 17-4.
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Attachment 3

SAMPLE NOAA FORM 17-4A.
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Attachment 4

SAMPLE NOAA FORM 17-4B.
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